
RANCH FENCE INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 

VINYL RANCH FENCING, WHEN PROPERLY INSTALLED, IS WARRANTED TO PROVIDE YEARS OF DURABLE, 
NEARLY MAINTENANCE FREE SERVICE. EVERY INSTALLATION IS UNIQUE AND REQUIRES DECISIONS TO 

BE MADE, ON THE JOB, BY THE INSTALLER. SPECIFIC PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS, SOIL CONDITIONS, 
CLIMATIC CONDITIONS, AND OTHER SITUATIONS MUST BE CONSIDERED FOR EACH INSTALLATION AND 

ARE THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE INSTALLER. ULTRAGUARD IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR 
INSTALLATION PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES AND THIS MANUAL IS NOT INTENDED TO COVER EVERY 

CIRCUMSTANCE THAT MAY BE ENCOUNTERED. THIS MANUAL ONLY CONTAINS METHODS OF 
INSTALLATIONS THAT HAVE PROVEN SUCCESSFUL IN THE PAST AND IS NOT TO BE CONSTRUED AS THE 

ONLY POSSIBLE WAY OF INSTALLATION. 
 
 

RECOMMENDED TOOLS AND MATERIALS 
 

•  MARKING PAINT (BRIGHTLY COLORED)  
•  STRING 
•  STAKES (REBAR MAY BE USED) 
•  SAW (FINE TOOTH) 
•  POST HOLE DIGGER W/ 10” OR 12” BIT 
•  LEVEL 
•  NOTCHING TOOL 
•  DUCT TAPE 
•  TAMPING BAR 
•  SHOVEL 
•  MEASURING TAPE (50' OR 100') 
•  SLEDGE HAMMER AND WOOD BLOCKS 
•  #4 REBAR (FOR GATE POSTS)  
•  CONCRETE (WET OR DRY) 
•  ADJUSTABLE WRENCH 
•  LARGE FUNNEL 

 
 

STEP 1 
 
SURVEY LAND FOR SPECIAL FEATURES, OBSTRUCTIONS. UNDERGROUND CABLES, CONCRETE FROM 
OLD FENCE. BE SURE TO FOLLOW ALL LOCAL BUILDING CODES AND OBTAIN A BUILDING PERMIT IF 
NECESSARY. IF LINDERGROUND UTILITY LINES ARE PRESENT, CONTACT UTILITY COMPANIES BEFORE 
DIGGING. 
 
 
STEP 2 
 
RUN STRING LINES- PUSH AS LOW TO GROUND AS POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISTORTING STRAIGHT LINE 
(AVOID TALL GRASS, WEEDS) 
 
 
 

PAGE 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
STEP 3 
 
MAP LOCATION FOR HOLES- USING 50’ OR 100’ TAPE 
MEASURE, RUN ALONG STRING AND SPRAY WITH MARKING 
PAINT EVERY 8’- 0”  (REMEMBER THAT POSTS SHOULD NOT BE 
INSTALLED MORE THAN 8’ CENTER TO CENTER, BUT MAY BE 
SLIGHTLY UNDER, AS RAILS MAY BE CUT BUT NOT 
LENGTHENED.) USE A DIFFERENT MARK TO SIGNIFY 
LOCATION OF GATE POSTS.* (SEE DIAGRAM 1) 
 
*REFER TO GATE INSTALLATION SECTION FOR SETTING OF 
GATE POSTS. 
 
 
 
STEP 4 
 
DIG POST HOLES- REMOVE STRING LINE WITHOUT MOVING 
STAKES. USING POST HOLE DIGGER OR AUGER BIT (8” FOR 4 
INCH POSTS, 10” FOR 5 INCH POSTS) DIG DOWN TO PROPER 
DEPTH WHILE STAYING AS PLUMB AS POSSIBLE. REPEAT FOR 
EVERY 8’ MARK AS WELL AS GATE OPENINGS*. ACCURACY IN 
DEPTH HELPS TO SIMPLIFY INSTALLATION. 
 
NOTE: RECOMMENDED DEPTH OF HOLES TO BE 3’-0” 
MINIMUM-CHECK LOCAL CODES AND FROSTLINE AS GREATER 
DEPTHS MAY BE REQUIRED. 
 
*REFER TO GATE INSTALLATION SECT10N FOR SETTING OF 
GATE POSTS. 
 
 
 
STEP 5 
 
RE-RUN STRING LINE ON ORIGINAL STAKES (8” TO 12” FROM 
HIGH SPOT OF GROUND). 
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STEP 6 
 
SET PROPER POST IN EACH HOLE (END, CORNER, LINE). 
CLEANUP OF SOME HOLES MAY BE NECESSARY DUE TO LARGE 
ROCKS OR ROOTS. SOME POSTS MAY NEED TO BE CUT. USE 
LEVEL AND HOLD POST IN ITS DESIRED LOCANON. (CHECK 
HEIGHT, DISTANCE FROM NEXT POST, DISTANCE FROM 
STRING LINE. AND LEVEL). POST SHOULD BE KEPT AT A 
SLIGHT DISTANCE FROM THE STRING LINE SO AS NOT TO 
DEFLECT LINE. KICK IN AND/OR TAMP ONLY ENOUGH DIRT TO 
HOLD LOCATION. REPEAT UNTIL ALL POSTS ARE LIGHTLY SET 
(STILL ADJUSTABLE). 
 
 
 
STEP 7 
 
TO INSURE A QUALITY JOB, IT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED 
THAT ALL LINE POSTS BE SET IN CONCRETE, AND IT IS 
NECESSARY FOR ALL CORNER, END, AND GATE POSTS. TO DO 
THIS, HOLD POST IN PLACE TO PREVENT SLIPPAGE. FILL 
REMAINDER OF HOLE AROUND POST WITH CONCRETE TO 3-6 
INCHES BELOW GROUND LEVEL. BE SURE TO WORK 
CONCRETE INTO HOLE BY SHAKING POST. MAKE SURE POST 
IS EXACTLY WHERE IT SHOULD BE. CONTINUE FILLING ALL 
HOLES. GATE POSTS MUST BE ACCURATELY MEASURED AND 
SET. (SEE GATE INSTALLATION SECTION) MAKE ANY FINAL 
ADJUSTMENTS AND COVER CONCRETE WITH REMAINING 
DIRT. (SEE DIAGRAM 2) 
 
 
 
STEP 8 
 
RUN RAILS IN STAGGERED PATTERN. (SEE DIAGRAM 
3) FREE END OF RAIL MUST BE NOTCHED USING A 
NOTCHING TOOL SOME RAJLS MAY NEED TO BE CUT 
TO FIT PROPERLY. THE RAILS MUST BE ALLOWED 
“BREATHING ROOM" (1/2- MIN.) AND CANNOT BE 
BUTTED AGAINST ONE ANOTHER. 
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STEP 9 
 
CLEAN UP FENCE AND PUT CAPS ON ALL POSTS. TAKE CARE IN WIPING DOWN THE 
ENTIRE FENCE ESPECIALLY ANY CONCRETE WHICH MAY BE ON THE POSTS OR THE 
GROUND. 
 
HELPFUL HINTS: 
 
TO INSURE PROPER POST SPACING. MAKE A JIG MEASURING 91" LONG FROM A 
SCRAP FENCE RAIL OR WOOD 2” X 4”. 
 
USE 8' RAILS FOR VERY UNEVEN TERRAIN OR EXTREME ANGLES. 
 
FOR EXACT 90 DEGREE CORNERS. USE A 3, 4, 5 TRIANGLE.  
 
 
 
IF A RADIUS IN THE FENCE LINE IS DESIRED (RADIUS SHOULD BE 40’ MORE). USE A 
CENTER STAKE AND ROTATE A STRING AROUND RR WHILE MARKING POST 
LOCATIONS. A LARGER RADIUS WILL OFFER MORE STRENGTH WITH STAGGERED 
16' RAILS COMPARED TO A SMALLER RADIUS WITH 8' RAILS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A LEVEL ACROSS THE TOP RAIL OF THE COMPLETED FENCE WILL GIVE ACCURATE 
MEASUREMENTS. BUT FENCE WILL APPEAR TO FLOW BETTER BY ADJUSTING POST 
HEIGHT BY VISION. 
 
FIND OUT ANY SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE CUSTOMER BEFORE 
CONSTRUCTION BEGINS AND WORK TOGETHER TO INSURE SATISFACTION 
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